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My First Forest Experience

Nature tripping is one of the rare things that | would be able to do. Going to a forest is unimaginable for me
because | had never been in a forestsince birth.

It was August 03, 2008 when | had an unforgettable trip in my life here in Japan with Prof. Ichimura and his
wife, Supria san and Kasuga san (my lab mates) and other volunteers. It took us more than an hour of travel from
Nagoya station to the forest. We walked for a while to reach the base (storage). Even though summer had started that
time, the air | breathed was so refreshing. Upon reaching the base, we started to do our mission for that day. The
mission was to cut trees and branches as many as we can. We cut trees only those which are notin the proper place
or location. At first, | was in a “branches group”. It was fun to cut branches of taller trees with a smaller saw. | even
used the smaller saw to cut smaller trees. | did noteven notice thatwhile cutting a smaller tree a falling branch of that
tree hit my neck. It was a little painful but | did not bother it After more than an hour of cutting branches, we had our
lunch break. We gathered together and ate our pack lunch. It was nice to see tired buthappy faces. In my mind, all the
volunteers really enjoyed doing such activity with ease. After lunch, we began to do our mission again. This ime the
“pbranches group” became the “rees group”. The role was to cut big and taller trees with the help of a chain saw and
other tools like rope and small wedge. Itwas not easy to cut big and taller trees because it needs technique and extra
care. The frees to be cutshould nothit the other trees in proper location. We performed some sighting and estimation.
After two trials, | managed to cutone big tree; one big tree for a one big achievement. How awesome itwas. Time was
running too fast so the mission ended after | achieved the fate for thatday.

Itwas such a very momentous trip because itwas my first forest experience. | consider itas an opportunity;
an opportunity that | only dreamt of. But | had been in a forest in my dream many times. Now, | will no longer be
wondering how it is to be in a forest because my dreamis now fulfilled.

Junie Jhon M. Vequizo, from Philippine, Research Student




A tour in the Forest
On 3rd August 2008, we some guests were visiting
“Water-source-forest’ with “Mizu-trust’ volunteer group. | was
much excited, seeing the big forest with those lumber volumes of
trees that have been selected for thinning. It was really very
joyful day for me for the reason that it was my first experience
inside the deep forest
As | concerned Japan has a serious problem about forest
environment like an abundance of the forest plantaton due to
densely planted forest trees, caused by poor management of
plantation forests thatwere planted in the 1960s, resulting foma
decline in the price of lumber in later years and poor demand for domestic lumber. Therefore the cutting of forest trees
was suspended. Finally, the forestcondition becomes unhealthy.
Itwas sunny day and from Nagoya Institute of Technology (Ichimura lab) me, Junie san and Kasago san together took
part in the thinning and felling of trees with the volunteer group and enjoyed much. The volunteers were some old
people in theirs sixties, who have more power than younger participants-wow! great!!! After thinning the trees | felt, |
had participated to make a better environment for the nextgeneration!
There is a small beautiful wooden house made by this volunteer group. We took lunch with differentdelicious fruits and
Japanese dishes (new for me) inside the forest | enjoyed much the wild smell around over there and collected two
small pieces of thinned tree. All the members of this group acceptus cordially and | took some exciting beautful digital
memories using my mobile camera. At the end of the day, when we were said “Chaionara’-that ime | was really
missing everyone’s smiling face, love and warm company.
| am highly grateful and thankful to my sensei Professor. Masaya Ichimura and Kanako san to allow me to participate
and achieve such a memorable day in my life.
Long live “Mizu-trust’ volunteer group!

(Supria Chowdhury, from Bangladesh, PhD student)
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TEL 0574-64-0216( ) FAX 052-779-4291
Email : mitake500npo@yahoo.co.jp
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